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EXPLOITATION OF NONFERROUS METALS IN BULGARIA

Interreport-0st, No 247
Vienna, 13 May 1953

The "Gorubso" (Bulgarian-Soviet Forestry and Mining Association) has
increased the membership of its board of

directors since the beginning of
March. Two members 2ach from Czechoslovakin and China and one member each
from Hungary, Poland, Rumania, and the GDR have been added to the old board
of directors, which consisted of an equal number of Soviets and Bulgarians.

With the new composition of the board of directors, the Rhodope Mine
Basin will become a new link in the present chain of economie enterprises,
which are exploited Jointly by all Soviet Bloc countries and which are directed
by multinational high commissions. Refer:nce is made to heavy industry, whose
center in Upper Silesia ig directed by the multinational high commission in
Stalinograd; to the exploitation of petroleum, which is directed by a multi-
national commission directly subordinete to the Soviet Ministry of Petroleum;
and to the navigation and shipbuilding industry, which likewise operates under
& permanent Soviet Bloe commisgion.

The Bulgarians, under the command

of the Soviets, moved the Turkish set-
tlers from the Rhodope area so that it

could Le free’y exploited,

FProm 1947 to 1952, the proportion
Put had changed in favor of nonferrous metals. 1Ip 1652, at least 650,000 tons
of nonferrous metals were produced in Bulparia. Ninety percent of the lead
and zinc produced [In Bulgaria/ wag extract

ted from the Rhodope mines.
Until 1952, nonferrous metals were exported ex

in 1952 they were also exported to the other
China,

of nonferrous metal output to ore out-

clusively to the USSR, but
Soviet Bloc countries, especially

Today, the entire Rhodope area is
these highvays, not only 10-, 15-
also Czech, Hungarian, Rumanian,

covered with o petwor
» 8nd 20-ton Bulgarian try
and 3oviet trucks.

k of highways. On
cks are seen, but

The Kurdzhali transportation office states that the density of traffic
in 1952 has become 3,285 percent Greater than in 1949, and that in 1952 there
were 30 times as many trucks hauling ore to the harbor or to the railroad freight
station as there were in 1949,
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